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The 2009 "State of the Journal" Report
We continue to have a steady stream of submissions and the number of new submissions rose in 2009, as it has since the journal's inception. In 2009, 465 new manuscripts were submitted to SoSyM. Of these, 381 were reviewed for regular issues, and 84 were reviewed for special sections. The average number of days from submission to a final decision (accept or reject) was approximately 180 in 2009. The average number of days from first submission to a first decision was approximately 116. The number of months to online publication of an accepted paper has continued to drop and is now just under 2 months.
The current acceptance rate for regular papers is 20.4%; 1.9% of the accepted papers were accepted without revision, 11.2% were accepted after major revision, and 7.3% were accepted after minor revision. The acceptance rate for special section papers is 35.1%, of which 19.5% of the accepted papers were accepted after major revision and 15.6% were accepted after minor revision. The current publication pipeline is approximately 1 year, that is, we have approximately 1 year's worth of papers to be published.
The timely turnaround of papers and the high quality of accepted papers are a result of the excellent effort the editors and reviewers put into the review process. We understand how difficult it is to balance editorial and review responsibilities with other pressing responsibilities and thus we greatly appreciate their effort.
In 2009, Professor August-Wilhelm Scheer resigned from the editorial board. Professor Scheer was on the board, since the inception of the journal and he could always be relied upon to complete his review assignments in a professional and timely manner. We take this opportunity to thank Professor Scheer for his invaluable service to the journal.
Recently, we added three highly regarded researchers in the software and system modeling area to the editorial board. It gives us great pleasure to welcome the following new editorial board members: We look forward to working with our extended editorial board in 2010.
The journal's growing reputation is a direct result of the effort and expertise of the editors and reviewers. Below, we list the reviewers who reviewed one or more papers for the journal in the last year. A complete list of reviewers can be found on our website http://www.sosym.org/.
Bernhard Aichernig, Marco Aiello, Neta AizenbudReshef, Bastien Amar, Kelly Androutsopoulos, Sven Apel, Hazeline Asuncion, Colin Atkinson, Emine Aydal, Robert Baillargeon, Paul Baker, Olivier Barais, Luciano Baresi, Don Batory, Benoit Baudry, Bernhard Bauer, Bernhard Beckert, Nelly Bencomo, Stefan Berghofer, Simona Bernardi, Mireille Blay-Fornarino, Olivier Boissier, Behzad Bordbar, Artur Boronat, Thouraya Bouabana-Tebibel, Achim D.We also take this opportunity to thank the Springer publishing staff, namely: Hermann Engesser, Gabriele Stjepanovic, and Dorothea Glaunsinger. They all provided excellent assistance during the year. In particular, Hermann Engesser continuously provided us with indispensable assistance on all matters related to the management of the journal. Last, but not the least, we thank our assistant editors, namely Geri Georg who handles regular papers, and Martin Schindler who handles special and theme sections, expert papers, prepares all the statistical data, including the data presented in this editorial, and manages the publication process for all accepted papers.
The journal's reputation and quality is a direct result of the outstanding support provided by authors, reviewers, editors, and the publishing staff. We, the editors-in-chief, are committed to ensuring that the journal continues to play an important role in the dissemination of knowledge in the software-based system modeling community. Finally, we thank, the reader for supporting SoSyM. Please do not hesitate to contact us with your comments about the journal.
Contents in this issue
This issue includes selected papers from MODELS 2007. These papers are introduced in an editorial by Gregor Engels, who served as Program Chair for MODELS'07. There are also two regular papers in this issue.
The first regular paper, "Process Mining: A Two-Step Approach to Balance Between Underfitting and Overfitting" by Wil M. P. Aalst, Vladimir Rubin, Eric Verbeek, Boudewijn Dongen, Ekkart Kindler, and Christian Günther, deals with a two-step process of creating process models in form of petri nets, using event logs. The authors address the problem of overfitting and underfitting during process mining, and propose a solution that they formally describe. An implementation utilizing ProM is described.
In the second regular paper, "Incorporating Message Weights in UML-based Analysis of Behavioral Dependencies in Distributed Systems", the author Vahid Garousi defines a number of metrics for behavioral dependency in distributed software systems. Behavioral dependency indicates the extent to which the functionality of one system entity depends on another, and is relevant for a variety of purposes, such as performing risk analysis or load planning. The author defines dependency metrics based on the weighted message exchanges and gives us an example to illustrate their potential usefulness.
We hope you enjoy reading the articles in this issue. We also hope you enjoyed reading all the papers that were published in SoSyM this year. 
